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The Brass Nuts is published by the 5th of each month 

by the NORTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL 

GROUP OF THE HCCA.  Permission to reproduce 

articles appearing in this publication is granted 

provided credit is given to the original source.  Brass 

Nuts subscriptions are available to non-members for 

$15.00 per year.   
 

The mission and purpose of the Northern California 

Regional Group of the Horseless Carriage Club of 

America is to bring together people interested in the 

preservation of antique and vintage vehicles and their 

accessories, to preserve and maintain antique and 

vintage vehicles, and to serve as an accurate and 

technical source of information concerning the 

vehicles for the benefit of the members and the general 

public.  We value and enjoy sharing our cars and their 

history through public educational events. 

 
 

THE HORSELESS CARRIAGE CLUB OF AMERICA  
The Horseless Carriage Club of America is a nonprofit 

international association of people dedicated to the 

enjoyment, study and preservation of early 

automobiles manufactured prior to 1916. 

 

The club was organized in 1937 by a group of 

horseless carriage enthusiasts who foresaw the need 

for an organization dedicated to the preservation of 

automotive history.  From this beginning the Horseless 

Carriage Club of America has grown to include 

members from all parts of the United States, Canada, 

Europe and other parts of the world.  www.hcca.org 

 
 

 

NCRG General Meetings will be held the third 

Thursday of each month during 2016 (no meeting 

in December) at the North County Corporation 

Yard, 5026 Don Julio Boulevard, Sacramento, 

California.   
 

 

NCRG 2015ð2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  

Jan Charpier, Garry Gunderson, Mike Huff, Stephanie 

Mozell, and Frank Squire.  Alternate:  Jon Long. 

 

NCRG 2016ð2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

Bill Charpier, Sue Hill, Bob Hopkins, Jr., Gordon 

McGregor, and Cathleen Roush.  Alternates:  Alicia 

Pharis and Jon Long. 

  

2016 

NCRG-HCCA 

Web site address:  www.ncrghcca.com 

 

OFFICERS 

 

President             Bill Charpier  

 

 

Vice President      Robert C. Hopkins, Jr.  

 

 

Secretary             Stephanie Mozell  

 

 

Treasurer            Jan Charpier   

     

 

COMMITTEES  

 

Membership         Kathy Ryan   

 

 

Tour & Safety      Robert C. Hopkins, Jr.   

 

 

Swapmeet             Kathy Ryan  

Chair 2016               
 
 

Publicity,               Sandy Maye   

Historian                         
        

Sunshine               Stephanie Mozell  

                                     

 

Webmaster          Thomas Roush  

 

  

Education            Garry Gunderson  

Co-chairs             Frank Squire  

 

 

Editor                  Sue Hill   
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Presidentôs Message: 
 

The first Board of 

Directorsô meeting of 

the year took place 

and the members of 

the Board elected me 

for another term as 

President.  Iôm very 

grateful for their continued support!  I enjoyed 

serving as President last year and Iôm looking 

forward to doing so again this year. 

 

As many of you know, Sue Hill and Thomas Roush 

were awarded Highest Honors for a Regional Group 

Newsletter and a Regional Group Website, 

respectively, in the Horseless Carriage Club of 

Americaôs 2015 awards program.  Congratulations to 

Sue and Thomas for these achievements.  Their 

dedication on behalf of the NCRG is greatly 

appreciated.  I also want to thank all of the members 

who submitted articles, photographs and other 

information for inclusion in the newsletter and on the 

website.  Keep up the great work. 

 

We still need volunteers to host tours this year.  

Remember that you donôt have to plan long and 

involved events to have fun.  Cindy Pharisô short 

tour of Folsom and the Folsom History Museum and 

Stephanie Mozellôs lunch at the American River 

College Culinary School last year are great examples 

of short and very enjoyable events.  Contact our Tour 

and Safety Chairperson, Bob Hopkins, Jr., with your 

ideas. 

 

See you on the road soon! 

 

Bill 

Editorôs Message: 
 

What a thrill it was to get the email 

from Kathie Conrad, HCCA National 

Director, Publications, informing 

Thomas Roush, Webmaster, and me 

of awarding Highest Honors for our 

Regional Groupôs website and 

newsletter.  And, then at our recent 

club meeting, our President, Bill Charpier presented each 

of us with a Presidentôs Commendation award for these 

achievements.  You bet our buttons are popping!!!  Your 

contributions to the website and newsletter are what 

makes these awards happen.  Be proud!!!  Thank you so 

much!!!  
 

The officers for 2016 are the same as for 2015.  I want to 

thank Bill, Bob, Jan and Stephanie for taking hold of the 

reins once again.  Your dedication is very much 

appreciated.   
 

The newsletter costs for 2015 were much lower due to the 

number of club members who chose to receive The Brass 

Nuts electronically.  In 2014, the cost was $1,463.09 and 

for 2015 it was $787.30.  What a difference!!!  Let me 

know if you want to receive your newsletter via email 

only.   

Sue 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING  

Thursday, 7:00 P.M. 

February 18, 2016 

 

North County Corporation Yard  

5026 Don Julio Boulevard 

Sacramento CA 

 

REFRESHMENTS 

Jim and Kathy Ryan 

 

GUEST SPEAKER 

 

Rather than a display, former 

Congressman Doug Ose will be the 

speaker at our meeting.  He will talk 

about his time in Congress and give us a 

few tidbits about the humorous side of 

being in office. 
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NCRG HCCA CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  
 

2016 
 
February 

??  Volunteer needed! 

18  General Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

20   The Iron Workers, Bolt Tool Museum 

 

March 

17  General Meeting 

19  Babbitted Bearing Mfg., Bolt Tool Museum 

 

April    

21  General Meeting 

24   Swap Meet and NCRG Board Meeting, American 

River College 

30   Garden Tour with Metropolitan Club, Kathy Ryan 

 

May 

??  Southern California Auto Museum Tour, Roger 

Mitchell  

19  General Meeting 

21-22  Cameron Park/Shingle Springs Tour, Joint Tour, 

HCCA and Model T Clubs, David Pava 

 

June 

??  Hook and Ladder Society, fire truck restorations and 

tour, Roger Mitchell 

16  General Meeting 

 

July 

21  General Meeting 

21-24  Ryan Ramble, Mt. St. Helens WA 

 

August 

18  General Meeting 

 

September 

15  General Meeting 

 

October 

02  Lincoln Highway Celebration Cruise in Rancho 

Cordova, Frank Squire 

   

November 

17   General Meeting 

 

December 

No meeting in December 

??   Light Tour and Progressive Dinner 

SWAP MEETS, OTHER REGIONAL 

CLUB HAPPENINGS AND NATIONAL 

EVENTS: 
 

2016 
 

March 17-18ðChickasha Pre-war Swap Meet in 

Chickasha OK 

 

April 3-8ðHorseless Carriage Club Tour and 

Convention, Brooksville, FL 

 

April 10-13ðHCCA and HCCA Nickel Era 

Touring Registry, Grizzly Bear Tour, Salinas CA 

(prior to the Bakersfield Swap Meet) 

 

April 14-16ðBakersfield Swap Meet and Tour 

 

June 7ðHistoric Columbia Gorge Highway 

Centennial Celebration, Portland Regional Group 

 

June 8-11ðRun the Roads of Willamette Valley, 

Portland Regional Group 

 

June 19-23ðFranklin Westrek , Long Beach WA 

 

June 20-23ðWillys Overland Knight Tour, Jasper, 

Indiana 

 

Aug. 15-19ðHCCA Nickel Era Registry, Tour to 

the Land of the Giants, Fortuna CA 

 

See your latest HCCA Gazette ñComing Events 

Sectionò for more spectacular events coming your 

way.   
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On Saturday, January 16, some NCRGers headed for 

Orovilleôs Bolt Tool Museum to listen to Bud Bolt talk 

about his experiences living through the Dust Bowl in the 

1930s.  Mr. Bolt is 88 years old now, runs the Bolt Tool 

Museum and shared his story.  First, he showed a PBS 

video about the dust bowl.  Oh my goodness, it made me 

cry to learn of the devastation.  Children were prone to 

dust pneumonia because of the lack of rain and all the dirt 

flying in the air.  No matter how the people caulked their 

windows and doors, there was just no keeping the dust out 

of their homes.  They shoveled it out using wheat shovels.  

Tractors had to be dug out.  The dirt and dust piled up just 

like the snow did in the recent storms that just occurred in 

the eastern part of the US.  It looked the same...except for 

the color.   

 

In some areas the dust bowl lasted for five years; in one 

part of Texas it lasted for ten years.  One wind storm blew 

dust and dirt for 27 days, day and night.   

 

Mr. Bolt told us how his father kept the fear out of his 

nine children during these storms.  Their lights would go 

out, kerosene lanterns would be blown out and the family 

would be in the dark.  His father would teach the children 

bible verses and poems, or they would sing songs and tell 

funny stories to keep everyoneôs 

spirits up until bed time.   

 

 

Mr. Bolt said no one had any money.  Everyone was in 

the same boat.  He didnôt know he was poor because 

everyone else was just like him.  He has many wonderful 

memories of those tragic times.  

 

He also shared that 1/4 of the population of the affected 

areas packed up and left.  They piled their belongings into 

and on top of their vehicles and many headed for 

California.  His family stayed put.   

 

Four states experienced the dust storms.  As a result, soil 

conservation efforts were begun.  Farmers learned how to 

treat the soil with respect.  All the top soil was gone and 

all that was left was the rock-like substance called 

caliche, a hardened cement of calcium carbonate.  

Nothing much grows in it.  Once soil conservation efforts 

took place, things began to turn around.  Everyone 

learned from this experience. 

 

I was deeply moved by this presentation.  While it had 

nothing much to do with old cars, it did show us how 

people got through such a tragedy, how they obtained 

gasoline for their vehicles, and how they lived.  Our 

Education Project Manager, Garry Gunderson, is helping 

us learn many things.  Thank you, Garry!!! 

Families packed up and headed for California. 
By:  Sue Hill 

NCRGers in attendance L-R: 

Garry and Mary Gunderson, 

Jim Matson, Bob and Helen 

Hopkins, Sue Hill, Mike Huff 

and Stephanie Mozell. 
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100 YEARS OF FASHION 

By Sue Hill 
 

Quite a few of us got an invitation to attend Eskaton 

Lodgeôs 100 Years of Fashion Exhibit and Show on 

Saturday, January 23.  Skeptical me just figured it 

was a ruse to get us interested in moving in the 

assisted living facility, so I tossed the invitation 

without even considering it.  After several phone 

calls from our members, I decided I better give it 

another look-see and send out information about the 

show to all our club members via email.  As a result, 

six of us decided to check it out. 

 

What we found was a huge turnout of people also 

interested in seeing the fashions.  In addition to the 

fashions on display, there were models walking 

around in period clothing...ergo, the fashion show.  

What fun to see fashions from the early 1900s to the 

modern era.  And a novel way to present them by 

using models who walked around the facility. 

 

There was a balcony set up with wedding gowns 

through the ages.  Below is a 1980s wedding gown 

that was heavily 

beaded and 

fringed with 

beads. 

There were many rooms filled with clothing and 

accessories to admire in addition to hors dôoeuvers of 

many types to sample.  It was a delightful 

experience. 

 

Those who attended from the NCRG were Elaine 

Rose, Jan Charpier, Joan Catchot, Stephanie Mozell, 

Mike Huffôs sister, Anne, and myself.  The only 

advertising to grab our interest in the facility was 

neatly placed in the map of the fashion show.  No 

pressure whatsoever.  I shouldnôt be so skeptical! 

 

 

 

Doreen Sinclair below modeled 

her 1930s attire.  Love the hat! 

The beautiful enamel, steel cut and glass 

beaded purses on display were marvelous. 

More photos appear on the Fashion Page. 


