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The Brass Nuts is published by the 5th of each month 

by the NORTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL 

GROUP OF THE HCCA.  Permission to reproduce 

articles appearing in this publication is granted 

provided credit is given to the original source.  Brass 

Nuts subscriptions are available to non-members for 

$15.00 per year.   
 

The mission and purpose of the Northern California 

Regional Group of the Horseless Carriage Club of 

America is to bring together people interested in the 

preservation of antique and vintage vehicles and their 

accessories, to preserve and maintain antique and 

vintage vehicles, and to serve as an accurate and 

technical source of information concerning the 

vehicles for the benefit of the members and the general 

public.  We value and enjoy sharing our cars and their 

history through public educational events. 

 
 

THE HORSELESS CARRIAGE CLUB OF AMERICA 
The Horseless Carriage Club of America is a nonprofit 

international association of people dedicated to the 

enjoyment, study and preservation of early 

automobiles manufactured prior to 1916. 

 

The club was organized in 1937 by a group of 

horseless carriage enthusiasts who foresaw the need 

for an organization dedicated to the preservation of 

automotive history.  From this beginning the Horseless 

Carriage Club of America has grown to include 

members from all parts of the United States, Canada, 

Europe and other parts of the world.  www.hcca.org 

 
 

 

NCRG General Meetings will be held the third 

Thursday of each month during 2016 (no meeting 

in December) at the North County Corporation 

Yard, 5026 Don Julio Boulevard, Sacramento, 

California.   
 

 

NCRG 2015—2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  

Jan Charpier, Garry Gunderson, Mike Huff, Stephanie 

Mozell, and Frank Squire.  Alternate:  Jon Long. 

 

NCRG 2016—2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

Bill Charpier, Sue Hill, Bob Hopkins, Jr., Gordon 

McGregor, and Cathleen Roush.  Alternates:  Alicia 

Pharis and Jon Long. 
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President’s Message: 
 

Jan and I recently 

returned from a short 

trip to Colorado.  Even 

though the main 

purpose of the trip was 

to visit family, we 

managed to squeeze in 

a stop at the Forney 

Transportation Museum in Denver.  This museum is 

unique in that it contains a collection of over 600 

artifacts relating to historical transportation which 

includes automobiles, trucks, motorcycles, steam 

locomotives, railroad equipment, aircraft, carriages 

and much more!  I was happy to see that they had a 

1905 Franklin on display!  Another of the many 

things that I found interesting was that the collection 

of automobiles contains five Kissel cars including a 

1923 Gold Bug that was once owned by Amelia 

Earhart.  If you haven’t been to the museum, it is 

worth a visit.   
 

Speaking of automobile museums, I feel that we are 

fortunate to have the California Automobile Museum 

(CAM) in Sacramento.  It is a draw for both 

automobile enthusiasts and the general public 

whether they live locally or are visiting the area.  Joe 

Hensler, CAM Board President, was a guest during 

the last General Meeting.  The CAM’s website 

describes Joe as a lifelong car enthusiast who 

restores and owns an ―eclectic mix‖ of cars which he 

enjoys showing and driving and that he has been 

involved in racing for over 30 years.  Joe spent some 

time answering questions about the CAM and giving 

us a brief overview of the fund raising activities and 

upcoming plans for the building.  I hope that we will 

see more of Joe at future NCRG events.  I know that 

some of our members are volunteers at the CAM, but 

I would like to encourage others to become involved 

in helping this very worthwhile organization. 
 

Jan and I will miss the next General Meeting as we will 

be participating in the HCCA Nickel Era Registry’s ―Tour 

to the Land of the Giants‖ that is being held in Fortuna, 

California.  If you are not signed up for this tour, you 

might consider the Vintage Tractors presentation at the 

Bolt Tool Museum in Oroville on August 20.  I have 

heard good things about these ongoing presentations at 

the museum, so check it out. 
 

Keep on touring and have fun!         Bill      
 

 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING 

Thursday, 7:00 P.M. 

August 18, 2016 

 

North County Corporation Yard 

5026 Don Julio Boulevard 

Sacramento CA 

 

REFRESHMENTS 

Ed and Elaine Rose 

 

DISPLAY 

 

No display planned this month, but if 

someone wants to bring something 

interesting to share, we will be a most 

attentive audience! 

Editor’s Message: 
 

I don’t know about you, but I 

really enjoy the ―Blast from the 

Past‖ section of this newsletter.  

This month’s story about a tour in 

January, 1963 was written by our 

late member Ron Brown.  He has 

a delightful writing style and the story is hilarious. 

 

Be sure to check out the wonderful stories in this 

issue about tours our members have been on.  Our 

members have been very busy and having lots of 

fun. 

 

Check out the ―Good of the Order‖ section of our 

club meeting minutes...and the story from Frank 

Squire immediately following the minutes.  Talk 

about irony!!!!  You gotta read it to believe it! 

 

And, a great big thank-you to all who contributed to 

this month’s newsletter.  I appreciate you so very 

much!!! 

 

Sue 
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NCRG HCCA CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
 

2016 
 

August 

06  Griffith Quarry Museum and Park, Mike Huff—

Due to touring conflicts, the tour has been cancelled. 

18  General Meeting 

20  Vintage Tractors, Rod Hiskens, Bolt Tool 

Museum 
 

September 

??  Volunteer needed!!! 

15  General Meeting 

17  Sports Cars:  Jaguar in the 1950s, Garry 

Gunderson, Bolt Tool Museum 
 

October 

01  Cruisin for Kids Sake, Lowes, Citrus Heights 

01  Education through Restoration, Fundraiser 

Dinner for Fire Truck #2, Roger Mitchell 

06  Board Meeting at Sue Hill’s home  

09  Lincoln Highway Celebration Cruise in Rancho 

Cordova, Frank Squire 

15  Jeeps and the Military, Bolt Tool Museum 

20  General Meeting 
   

November 

06  Gymkhana 

17  General Meeting 

19  We Climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro!, Robyn North, 

Bolt Tool Museum 

 

December 

No meeting in December 

18  Christmas Light Tour and Progressive Dinner 

 

2017 

 

May 

27  Chrome, Nickel and Brass on the Grass, Roger 

Mitchell 

SWAP MEETS, OTHER REGIONAL 

CLUB HAPPENINGS AND NATIONAL 

EVENTS: 
 

2016 

 

Aug. 15-19—HCCA Nickel Era Registry, Tour to 

the Land of the Giants, Fortuna CA 

 

Aug. 20—Butch Gardner, Save Our Cars Car 

Show, Sacramento Vintage Ford, ACCC sponsoring 

organization 

 

Sept. 9-11—Roamin Angels Car Show, Nevada 

County Fairgrounds, Grass Valley CA 

 

Sept. 10—Cruise Fest on Fulton Avenue, 

California Auto Museum, Contact CAM at 916-442-

6802 

 

Sept. 11-14—Skagit/Snohomish Fall Tour, Coeur 

d’Alene ID, Dave Ellis 360-403-3298 or 

efedbe@comcast.net 

 

Sept. 15-18—Air Capital Tour, Pittsburg KS, Tom 

Ruggles, 316-251-3234 or xfernando@cox.net 

 

Oct. 5-8—Hershey Swap Meet 

 

Nov. 4—Bid for a Cause Fundraiser Dinner, 

California Auto Museum, fundraiser to have murals 

painted on two sides of the Museum’s exterior.   

 

2017 

 

Mar. 12-15— National HCCA Convention/Tour, 

Oklahoma City OK.  See your Horseless Carriage 

Gazette for details. 

 

Mar. 17-18—Chickasha Pre-war Swap Meet, 

Chickasha OK 

 

April 24-28—Mother Lode Nickel Era Registry 

Tour, Murphys CA, Mike O’Neal, 209-847-3134 

 

 

See your latest HCCA Gazette “Coming Events 

Section” for more spectacular events coming your 

way.   
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Carriages, Cranberries, Oysters and Kites 
By Bill Charpier 

 

As in the past several years, Jim and Kathy Ryan, 

Jan and I attended the Franklin Club Westrek.  This 

year’s event was held from June 19th through the 23rd 

in Long Beach, Washington, which is on the Long 

Beach Peninsula.  This peninsula is bounded on the 

west by the Pacific Ocean, on the south by the 

Columbia River, and on the north and east by 

Willapa Bay.  The locals proudly bill it as ―the 

longest beach in the world.‖ 

This year’s event saw 114 members and guests in 

attendance with some coming from as far away as 

New York and Florida in the U.S. and Alberta, 

Canada.  The oldest Franklin among the 33 Franklins 

present was a 1917 touring with a California top.  

This car has only about 32,000 miles on it, and it is 

mostly original.  The newest car was a recently 

restored 1934 (last year of production) sedan.  Jim 

and Kathy had their 1931 Sport Salon and we had 

our 1922 sedan at the event.  Both of the cars ran 

well and participated in all of the daily tours.  Many 

of the folks, including the Ryans and us, arrived a 

day early and took advantage of the time to check 

out the beach and the town, to visit with old friends 

and to unwind.  The festivities officially started at 

noon on Sunday with registration followed by a 

social with refreshments.  One of the enjoyable 

things about old car tours is the chance to visit some 

unusual places and to learn about new things.  

Checking out the tour book, it was easy to see that 

this year’s Westrek was no exception.  As the article 

title suggests, we were in for some varied and 

interesting stops. 

Our first day was Monday, and it started with a drive 

to the World Kite Museum, which is the host of the 

Washington State International Kite Festival.  The 

informative exhibits covered kites from tiny ones 

that fit on your finger to huge kites that take a team 

to get them up and keep them airborne.  There are 

kites that were used for various purposes during 

World War II, kites of any imaginable shape 

including 3-D animals, fighting kites and kites that 

tow riders along the beach in wheeled buggies.  The 

next stop was in neighboring Ilwaco at the Columbia 

Pacific Heritage Museum which is preserving the 

history of the local region through a number of 

permanent galleries.  One of the most interesting 

exhibits (at least for me) was the narrow gauge 

railroad coach ―Nahcotta‖ that was built in the 

1800’s by the Pullman Car Company for the Ilwaco 

Railway & Navigation Company which served the 

peninsula from 1889 to 1930.  Our final stop of the 

day was at the North Columbia River Jetty where 

some of us spotted a sea lion and whales just off 

shore.  The local roads and the 54 mile route made 

for a great first tour. 

 

Tuesday’s tour, the longest at 97 miles, started with a 

stop at the Cranberry Research Foundation Museum 

in Long Beach.  Many folks were surprised to find 

out that the area is a major cranberry producing 

region, most of the fruit being sold to Ocean Spray.  

Cranberry farming in the region dates back to the 

early 1870’s when a Massachusetts visitor observed 

the native berries growing in the marshes and the 

area’s resemblance to Cape Cod.  Convinced that the 

soil could be adapted to the cultivation of 

commercial cranberries, land was purchased and 

cranberry farming was started.  Our tour guide took 

us to look at the bogs and talked with us about the 

historical and current farming methods.  Most of us 

visited the museum and gift shop where individual 

serving containers of cranberry ice cream were 

disappearing fast. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willapa_Bay
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Next, we drove to the city of Raymond, Washington, 

for lunch at and a tour of the Northwest Carriage 

Museum.  Raymond is a small city of about 2,700 

people and is about 50 miles from a large populated 

area (Olympia).  During car tours we usually see a 

lot of small town museums, but rarely one that is of 

the caliber of this museum.  It is not a large 

collection, but the carriages are magnificently 

restored and are displayed well in a clean, modern 

building.  The small staff is well versed about 

carriages and their enthusiasm about their collection 

is catching.  One of our docents was a restorer and 

tailored his talk to us by incorporating how some of 

the innovations and terms carried over from carriages 

to automobiles.  The collection ranges from a 

common man’s buggy to elegant carriages that 

would have been used by the wealthy, and also 

includes vehicles that have appeared in past movies.  

A lot of the attendees left the museum with the 

feeling that this is a must-see museum!  On the way 

back to the hotel we stopped at the historic Pacific 

County Courthouse.  This ornate building with its 

glass dome was completed in 1911 and although 

impressive, it looks somewhat out-of-place in its 

rural, bayside community. 

 

A tour south to Astoria, Oregon, was on the agenda 

for Wednesday.  One of the many highlights of the 

trip was crossing the Colombia River on the 4-mile 

long Astoria-Megler Bridge, the longest continuous 

truss bridge in North America.  After arriving in 

Astoria, we drove to the Astoria Column which is 

located on a 600-foot high hill overlooking the city.  

This 90-year old structure is 125-feet-tall with a 164-

step spiral staircase ascending to an observation deck  

at the top.  Those that climbed it were rewarded with 

a spectacular panoramic view of the Coast Range, 

the Columbia River, and the Pacific Ocean.  We then 

drove back down into the city and to the Columbia 

River Maritime Museum.  This museum gave us a 

chance to explore the extreme forces at work at the 

mouth of the Columbia River, to learn about waves 

that can exceed 40 feet in height during the most 

severe winter storms, to see exhibits about the U.S. 

Coast Guard and the Columbia River Bar Pilots and 

to take a tour of a former floating lighthouse, the 

lightship Columbia.  We again crossed the Astoria-

Megler Bridge and returned to the hotel completing 

the 48 mile roundtrip. 

 

Light rain greeted us on Thursday for the final day of 

touring.  Since activities at the hotel were planned 

for the afternoon, our trip was relatively short at 30 

miles.  We started out by having each car 

A caravan of Franklins crossing the Astoria-Megler Bridge. 
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photographed under Long Beach’s large arch 

gateway leading to the beach that is labeled "World's 

Longest Beach."  After the photos we drove to the 

small community of Oysterville located at the 

northern end of the Long Beach Peninsula and 

overlooking Willapa Bay.  As the community’s name 

implies, the area has long been known for its oyster 

farms and we got to visit one of them, the Willabay/

Oysterville Sea Farms.  The folks there gave us an 

informative talk about the how oysters are farmed 

and the challenges facing the farms.  As we left the 

oyster farm, several members were spotted carrying 

bags of oysters on ice to their Franklin.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Returning to the hotel, the ladies enjoyed tea and 

guest speaker/author Gloria Stiger Linkey.  

Costumed for the period, Ms. Linkey spoke in the 

first person as a boardinghouse owner, telling 

anecdotes about different individuals she ―met‖ as 

they travelled to or fro with Lewis and Clark and the 

Corps of Discovery.  Meanwhile. the men attended a 

tech session and lunch where improvements to the 

Franklin fuel system were discussed.   
 

That evening we enjoyed a catered banquet served at 

the hotel.  After the meal, the tour hosts thanked the 

many people that had helped them put on the event 

and gave out various awards including the longest 

distance driven in a Franklin to reach the event, the 

longest distance travelled to reach the event and the 

hard luck trophy.  There was also a special award 

presented to the attendee who decided to drive his 

Franklin on the beach only to discover that the 

narrow tires were great for sinking into the sand and 

that he’d require a tow to get back to pavement.  To 

bring the banquet to a close, next year’s hosts were 

introduced after which they gave a brief discussion 

of the 2017 Westrek to be held in West Yellowstone.  

As usual, with the banquet over, it seemed like the 

time had flown by and the event had ended too soon.   
 

As we headed home, we talked again about how the 

people we have come to know through tours like this 

one have become part of a special family and how 

much we enjoy the experiences and camaraderie that 

each event provides.   

Bill and Jan Charpier’s 1922 Franklin Sedan. 
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Kathy and Jim Ryan and their 1931 

Sport Salon Franklin in front of the 

Astoria Tower. 

Jan and Bill Charpier on the North Jetty of 

the Columbia River. 

Franklins at the Oyster Farm 
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the Manzano Mountains topping an elevation of 

7289.  Along the way we visited the town of Madrid 

(elevation 6082) where the movie ―Wild Hogs‖ was 

filmed.  We saw Rosie’s Diner (which was built for 

the movie), now a t-shirt/souvenir shop where I 

purchased a ―Del Fuegos‖ t-shirt for Kevin (you 

won’t understand unless you’ve seen the movie, and, 

if you haven’t seen the movie you should run out 

today and buy it, it’s very funny).   

 

After arriving in Santa Fe, we stopped at the Santa 

Fe Plaza, where we had lunch, shopped and visited 

the Cathedral Basilica.  Model T depot hacks were 

provided as shuttles for those who weren’t able to 

walk the short distance to and from the Plaza.  Upon 

leaving the Plaza, we stopped at Camel Rock then 

headed to the Buffalo Thunder Hotel and Casino 

(elevation 6053).  We stayed at the Buffalo Thunder 

Hotel for two nights and really enjoyed our stay; it 

was a beautiful hotel. 

 

Day Three – 65 miles:  Wednesday’s tour led us 

through White Rock and to Bandelier National 

Monument (elevation 6565).  We drove our cars to 

the bottom of the canyon (normally closed to 

vehicular traffic after 9:00 PM).  A shuttle was 

available for those who didn’t want to drive the 8% 

grade one mile down and back up again.  The 

2016 Model T Ford Club of America 

(MTFCA) 
Land of Enchantment National Tour 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

June 26, 2016 thru July 1, 2016 

 

Hosted by the Tin Lizzies of Albuquerque NM 

Seven members of the Northern California Regional 

Group (NCRG), Horseless Carriage Club of America 

traveled to Albuquerque, New Mexico, June 26 thru 

July 1, 2016, for the Model T Ford Club of America, 

Land of Enchantment National Tour.  The NCRG 

members who attended the tour included: John and 

Leta Nichols; Ed and Elaine Rose and their grandson 

Elijah; and Robin and Cindy Pharis.  There were 96 

cars on the tour and 45 of the 96 were from 

California! 

 

Day One - 157 miles:  Monday’s tour took us from 

Albuquerque (elevation 5032) down the Rio Grande 

Valley through Los Lunas to Abo Ruins (elevation 

6025), and Quarai Ruins (elevation 6540). The 

highest elevation reached 7485 as we traveled north 

on the east side of the Manzano Mountains through 

several small villages and old route 66. 

 

Day Two – 90 miles:  Tuesday’s tour headed east to 

Santa Fe.  We checked out of our hotel in 

Albuquerque and traveled through the canyons into 

Some of the nearly 100 Model Ts on tour. 

Leta Nichols and Cindy Pharis outside the Cathedral. 
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Monument consists of canyon walls formed by two 

violent volcanic eruptions more than one million 

years ago.  The pink rock of the canyon is volcanic 

ash that compacted over time and is called ―tuft‖.  

Cavates or cave rooms were built into the tuft by the 

ancestral Pueblo people and ladders were available 

for visitors to peek into the cave dwellings. 

 

After leaving Bandelier National Monument we 

headed to Los Alamos (elevation 7747) where we 

passed through Los Alamos National Laboratory 

property and stopped at Fuller Lodge for lunch.  We 

visited the Bradbury Science Museum which 

included exhibits about the history of Los Alamos 

National Laboratory, a scientific research laboratory 

focused on national security.  We learned about the 

Manhattan Project, the nation’s top-secret program to 

develop the atomic bomb, as well as many of the 

laboratory’s current ongoing science, technology and 

research projects.  

 

Day Four – 122 miles:  Thursday’s tour left Santa Fe 

and headed back to Albuquerque through the 

outskirts of Los Alamos through the village of El 

Rancho.  We traveled to an elevation of 9101 and 

crossed the Valles Caldera National Preserve; the 

remnant of two large volcanic eruptions that 

occurred over a million years ago.   

 

We also visited the Jemez Pueblo where we were 

treated to an authentic lunch of Indian tacos with all 

the fixings and special entertainment by the local 

children, who sang, danced and performed 

ceremonial drums.  It was very interesting to hear 

about the history of the Pueblo people and their 

heritage.  After lunch, several Pueblo community 

members and children were given rides in the Model 

T’s as a thank you for their generosity and 

hospitality. 

 

On the way back to Albuquerque there was an 

optional stop for root beer floats at the Larry and 

Lorna Acevedo home.  It was a fun stop for all as we 

toured their beautiful home, workshop and garage, 

and cooled off with a yummy root beer float.  It was 

a wonderful way to finish off a great day. 

 

Day Five – Friday was a day set aside for self-tours 

to see the sights around Albuquerque on our own.   

Leta and I were invited to go shopping with Susan 

Wing, a generous host of the Tin Lizzies.  After 

returning with our treasures we met up with the 

hubbies, along with Elijah (Rose’s grandson) and 

visited the Unser Racing Museum.  Afterwards we 

had lunch at a local Cracker Barrel restaurant. 

 

 

Leta and John Nichols go house-hunting. 

Elijah 

ready for 

racing!!! 
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That evening we attended the closing banquet with 

heavy hearts after learning that Don and Nancy 

Houseman woke that morning to learn that their 

truck, trailer and beautiful Model T Speedster had 

been stolen overnight.   Several friends and Tin 

Lizzie’s host members jumped into action to try to 

help by posting information about the stolen car/

truck and trailer on the Model T Forum, Facebook, 

and by contacting local media, etc. The truck was 

recovered several hours later.   A couple of weeks 

later the speedster was found in good shape.  The 

trailer has yet to be recovered.   

 

Albuquerque police officers advised members to 

place trailer license numbers on top of all trailers (in 

large writing) in the event they are stolen, to aid 

police in identifying the trailer from an aerial view.  

It’s a good idea to be proactive in the event 

something like this ever happens to you. 

 

The Tin Lizzies of Albuquerque did a wonderful job 

putting on this National Tour!  It was obvious that 

hours/days/weeks/months of planning and organizing 

went into putting on this tour, as well as a lot of hard 

work by club members who volunteered many hours 

of their time.   All of us from the NCRG commend 

the Tin Lizzies on a wonderful tour and thank them 

for a job well done! 

 
Written by Cindy Pharis 

Cindy Pharis and Leta Nichols talking with Robin Pharis at 

the wheel driving the beautiful “Ruth.” 

Leta and her beautiful “Lady Bug” still house hunting! 

Hey Robin…nap time is over!!!! 

Rockin’ and Rollin’  on Route 66 in Winslow AZ.  Leta and 

Cindy are “on tour.” 
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A  Blast from the Past 
From The Brass Nuts, February 1963 

A PROMISE FULFILLED 
 

You will all recall that at our last regular meeting we 

heard one of our stalwart members not only promise, 

but literally guarantee warm, sunny weather for a 

proposed outing to Coloma (on January 27).  Now 

such a pledge of balmy weather made in the dead of 

winter for a whole week in the future might seem a 

little ―Bold‖ but since the time has passed and the 

outing is now history, I feel it is my duty to report 

that our ―prophet‖ was absolutely right and that his 

courage, vision and protective guidance for the 

―flock‖ warrants warm commendation.  May the 

President confer upon him the honorary degree, 

―PEP‖ (Perry {Elmer}—Honorable Prophet).  

 

But while I am at it, I might just as well report a few 

h i gh l i gh t s  o f  t he  t r i p .  

Preparations included a tank full 

of gasoline (with a pressure 

cap—we faced a few hills), a 

quart of oil, two pounds of grease 

for the rear end, and a gallon of Prestone, plus—

some goodies for the picnic—and a blanket—I mean 

comforter—that is and a comforter—or two for each 

seat. 

 

Now starting a T on such a warm day offered no 

difficulties that a few gallons of hot water, a husky 

jack, a new hot-shot, and a strong right arm couldn’t 

contend with.  So after joining the '13 Ford from 

Bowman and the '26 T Roadster from Newcastle, we 

were off in a cloud of dust—well, at least, we were 

off in a cloud.  I don’t want to imply there was fog 

because there happened to be a little ―unseasonal‖ 

haze.  And I won’t give out with any of that old stuff 

about salmon from the American River swimming 

alongside to have a look at our old cars for our 

prophet might think I was insulting his Chamber-of-

Commerce weather.  No Sir!  Nothing like that 

bothered us at all.   (We already know people—and 

things are interested in antiques.)  It was just those 

pesky chickens, dressed up in tuxedos, that kept 

waddling across in front of the windshield that made 

it hard to see. 

I am sure you have all heard of a ―green‖ thumb and 

how important it is to a gardener, but this hot-rodder 

from the east wants to know what good two ―purple‖ 

thumbs are—two stiff purple thumbs.  When we 

arrived at the starting point in Lotus, we limped over 

on tired left feet to greet other club members who 

had arrived earlier.  I thought the '12 Buick had a 

brand new luminous paint job.  But later, when the 

owner wandered over to the General Store, I 

discovered such was not the case.  The new bride 

explained that their gallon of ―anti-freeze‖ was 

accidentally put in the wrong radiator.  It was merely 

the glow from a brilliant proboscis that made the car 

look luminous. 

 

A nervous spectator (he was so nervous he was 

shaking), after looking the car over came up and 

asked me if I was the ―blanket salesman.‖  I told him, 

―No, but I wish I was.  Today I could do a lot better 

with blankets than with top sockets.‖ 

 

One of the peasants asked the ―Mummy‖ in the back 

of the '13 T if the Ford was an electric car.  But when 

she said no, he said, ―How come the 

long extension cord extending down 

the road out of sight?‖—So she had 

to show him her electric blanket. 

 

Anyway, we had a swell picnic.  My darling 

daughter said it was the first fried chicken popsicles 

she ever had.  I sure looked forward to the Thermos 

full of hot cocoa I had brought along.  You can 

imagine my surprise when I discovered someone had 

taken out the cocoa and filled the Thermos with 

chocolate ice cream. 

 

The egg merchant had hurriedly brought along some 

eggs and in order to save time, had planned to boil 

them on the way over in the radiator, but there 

seemed to be a layer of glass in the way and he 

couldn’t get the eggs in the radiator.  So he had to 

build a fire and boil them at the picnic.  When he 

cracked the first egg, a little chick stepped out and 

said, ―Thanks Bub, that’s the first time I’ve been 

warm today.‖  Now I ask you, ―Wasn’t that a catty 

thing to say on such a pleasant, balmy day?‖ 

 

These historical facts submitted by: 

 

Ron Brown 

It was just those pesky chickens, dressed up 

in tuxedos, that kept waddling across in 

front of the windshield that made it hard to 

see. 
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Fashion Page 
 

 

 

 

 

Fashions from a June 1906 magazine.  The 

dress on the right looks to be a maternity 

dress.  The purse the young woman is 

carrying looks like it has beads decorating 

a canvas-like material.  Great hats!!!  Ed. 

 
Thanks to Jon Long for providing this page. 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

07  Archie Wright 

16  Blanche Gordon 

28  Jim Ryan 

 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

11  Elmer Smith 

13  Jenni Davis 

17  Roger Mitchell 

16  Chloe Roberts 

18  Jan Charpier and Thomas Roush 

23  Donna Jones 

 

 

 
 

 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

05  Tony and Orene Savio 

14  Ralph and Beckie Brown 

20  Bill and Jan Charpier, Jr. 

 

 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

02  Jim and Carole Snow 

10  Ed and Sue Tidwell 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

AND  BEST WISHES 

FROM ALL OF US IN 

THE  

NCRG-HCCA. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!! 
 

Dave and Janice Hill of Fair Oaks CA have 

joined our ranks.  They have a 1937 Buick 

and a 1954 Buick.  We hope to meet these 

new members and see their cars soon.  

Please update your rosters as follows: 

 

Dave and Janice Hill 

 

 

 

Laila Bolt Passes 

 

Our hearts go out to Carl ―Bud‖ Bolt of the 

Bolt Tool Museum in Oroville CA as we 

have learned of the passing of his beautiful 

wife, Laila.  Many of us who have visited 

the Bolt Tool Museum were met with the 

wonderful smile from Laila.  She worked 

side by side with Bud in managing the 

museum.  Our sincere condolences go out to 

Bud and his family.   
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Northern California 

Regional Group of the 

Horseless Carriage Club of 

America 

General Meeting Minutes 

Stephanie Mozell, Secretary 

July 21, 2016 

 

Call to order:  7:08 p.m. 

 

Guest:  Joe Hensler, President, Board of Directors, 

California Automobile Museum 

 

Roll call of Board Members:  Bill Charpier, Jan 

Charpier, Garry Gunderson, Sue Hill, Bob Hopkins, 

Jr. (Absent),  Mike Huff (Absent), Gordon 

McGregor (Absent), Stephanie Mozell (Absent), Cat 

Roush, and, Frank Squire. 

 

July Board Meeting:  Due to no pressing business, 

that meeting was cancelled. 

 

Reading of General Meeting Minutes, June 16, 

2016.   A motion was made by David Pava to 

approve the minutes as printed in The Brass Nuts; 

seconded by Ed Rose; motion carried. 

 

Commendations: 

-Thanks to Garry Gunderson for scheduling great 

presentations at the Bolt Tool Museum: Packard in 

the 1930s and Early Day Engines 

-Thanks to the Malones for the Red, White and Blue 

parade 

-Thanks to the Browns and Nichols for tonight’s 

refreshments 

 

Treasurer's Report:  Jan Charpier reported the club 

is solvent. 

 

Communications:  None 

 

New Business: None 

 

Unfinished Business:  None 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Tour and Safety – Bob Hopkins 

July 21-24 – Ryan Ramble, Packwood WA – The 

Ryan Family 

July 29-30—Wooden Boat Show, Tahoe Keys 

Marina, Lew Dobbins 

August 6 – Griffith Quarry Museum and Park, Mike 

Huff—Cancelled due to touring season conflicts 

August 20 – Vintage Tractors, Bolt Tool Museum, 

Rod Hiskens, presenter 

September – Volunteer needed! 

September 17—Sports Cars:  Jaguar in the 1950s, 

Bolt Tool Museum, Garry Gunderson 

October 1—Crusing for Kids Sake, Lowes in Citrus 

Heights, Ed Rose.  This car show benefits the 

Shriners Childrens Hospital.  Show up at 8:30 a.m. to 

register and park; show ends at 2:00 p.m. 

October 1—Education through Restoration Annual 

Dinner, Fire Truck #2, Roger Mitchell.  Sue Hill 

reported for Roger for members to save the date, 

$20.00 per ticket, purchase in advance, ticket stub 

will be eligible for a door prize of a flat screen TV 

and you do not have to be present to win.  Dinner at 

6:00 pm and consists of BBQ ribs and chicken, 

beans, and coleslaw.  Raffles will be held.  Former 

Congressman Doug Ose will be the speaker if his 

schedule allows.  Many thanks also to the Nichols’ 

for their raffle donations in years past. 

October 9 – Lincoln Highway Celebration in Rancho 

Cordova – Frank Squire 

November 4 – CAM Fundraiser Dinner, Bid for a 

Cause.  Joe Hensler reported the museum is raising 

funds to pay for the painting of two murals on the 

exterior of the museum.  

November 6 – Gymkhana 

December 18 – Christmas Light Tour 

2017 

May 29—Chrome, Nickel and Brass on the Grass- 

Leta Nichols reported for Roger Mitchell that he and 

others are looking into putting on a car show in Rio 

Linda…save the date.   

 

Swap Meet: Kathy Ryan—No report 

 

Education—Garry Gunderson and Frank Squire 

Frank reported that he provided a show and tell of 

his old car at the 

private El Rancho 

School on July 7.  

He received many 

thank-you notes and 

pictures from the 

kids for this outing.   
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Meeting Minutes Cont’d. 
 

One of the letters from Christopher reads as follows:  

07/7/16   Dear Mr. Squire    Thank you for showing 

yore car. It is cool in some wase.  Bad wase, lowd—

way to comfy.  (Editor’s note:  I hope Christopher’s 

teacher is reminded of President Andrew Jackson’s quote:  “It 

is a damn poor mind indeed which can’t think of at least two 

ways to spell any word.”) 
 

Editor:  Sue Hill  

-President’s message, meeting minutes, flyers and 

stories due to Editor by July 27. 

-Honoring Our Veterans stories, due by October 1. 
 

Webmaster:  Thomas Roush—No report 
 

Sunshine Report:  Stephanie Mozell 

-A sympathy card was sent to Thomas and Cat 

Roush.  Cat reported that their dog passed away and 

she thanked everyone who sent cards.  She said it 

made each day easier.   

-Robin Pharis reported that Jim Hatfield passed 

away.  Jim was the one who put on the car show 

event at Mt. Vernon’s American Heritage Day event 

on Presidents Day each February. 
 

Membership:  Kathy Ryan 

Welcome new members Dave and Janice Hill.  They 

were not present at the meeting, but we welcomed 

them nonetheless.   
 

 

History and 

Publicity:  Sandy 

Maye 

-Club member Jerry 

Catchot was 

honored by his 

family with a special 

85th birthday 

announcement in the 

Sacramento Bee.  

Congratulations to 

Jerry! 

-The club meeting 

notice was published 

in The Bee. 
 

 

July Display:  

Nothing planned 
 

 

August Display:  

Do we want to have 

a club auction?  We 

will ask this question again next month.  

Good of the Order: 

-Cindy Pharis reported that on the Model T tour in 

New Mexico, a truck, trailer and Model T Speedster 

were stolen.  Everything has been recovered except 

for the enclosed trailer.  Albuquerque police 

suggested that owners of enclosed trailers paint the 

trailer license number in large print on top of the 

trailers so that the stolen trailers can be identified by 

aircraft.   

-Jan Charpier reported that the recent issue of Drive 

Magazine has a 1928 Franklin on the cover.  These 

magazines are free and she found hers at Riebes 

Napa Auto Store in Folsom. 

-Bill Charpier reported that while on a non-car 

related trip to Colorado he and Jan visited the Forney 

Transportation Museum.  There were five Kissel cars 

in the museum; one being Amelia Earhart’s Gold 

Bug Kissel. 

-Frank Squire reported that he drove his old car in 

the July 4th parade in Rancho Cordova.  Pictures and 

story may be forthcoming. 

-Elaine Rose showed us the cute little Keystone Cop 

figurine that Sandy Maye 

had given her.  She also 

reported that her family 

who run a storage facility 

are no longer going to 

handle the recycling of 

electronics and that Roger 

Mitchell and his crew will 

handle that and reap the benefits for the fire truck 

restoration project. 

-David Pava reported that the dinner he and Patricia 

auctioned off at our last auction was a success.  

Frank and Diana Squire and Mike Huff and 

Stephanie Mozell were the dinner guests.  Reports 

are it was fantastic!  Those who attended in the past 

also said how marvelous it was.  Ed. note...see story 

following these minutes. 

-Joe Hensler reported that he recently purchased two 

1907 Model S Fords along with an enclosed trailer 

full of parts, magazines and mystery items.  He 

brought a LaSalle carburetor to show the group and 

offered the many old Hemmings News and other 

magazines to the club members to pick up after the 

meeting.  (Editor’s Note:  See story from Frank Squire 

following these minutes...what a find!) 
-Bill Charpier asked Joe Hensler about the progress 

of the CAM building.  Joe reported on the many 

iterations of happenings regarding the building and  

Looks just like  our 

favorite Keystone 

Cop Ed Rose! 



Page  18                                                              The Brass Nuts                                             August  2016  

Meeting Minutes Cont’d. 
 

the city of Sacramento.  The museum is going to 

reroof the building and add heating and air  

conditioning to the building.  It will cost some 

$750,000 to do this.  A fundraising effort is 

underway and 61% of the money has been raised so 

far.  They would like to have the roof installed by 

May, 2017. 

 

Next Board Meeting:  Thursday, October 6 at Sue 

Hill’s home, 7:00 p.m.; members are welcome to 

attend. 

 

Next General Meeting, August 18, 2016 at 7:00 PM 

 

Next Refreshment Committee:  Ed and Elaine 

Rose 

 

Meeting Adjourned:  A motion to adjourn was 

made by Cat Roush; seconded by Garry Gunderson; 

meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 

Sue Hill, Acting Secretary 

And, you were there!!! 

By:  Frank Squire 

 

Out in the parking lot after our meeting Thursday we 

converged around Joe Hensler’s open car trunk.  Old 

paper products were being offered prior to the next 

stop—the recycle bin.  I reluctantly walked away 

with two Hemmings, 1970 era and a 1955 Horseless 

Carriage Gazette with cover and another that turned 

out to be June 1952.  I thumbed through the '55 and 

right there in front of my eyes—1910 Overland 

touring car owned by Clem Hiser.  That car is in my 

garage!  Looking at the June 1952 was a 1/2 page 

picture of the same car with Clem in the drivers seat. 

 

 

Page from the 1955 Horseless Carriage Gazette. 

Same photo of Clem and his 1910 Overland was in the June 

1952 issue of the Horseless Carriage Gazette. 

Ed.  How ironic was that???!!!!  Thanks to Joe Hensler for 

giving us the opportunity to share some of his treasures he got 

recently when he bought the Fords and enclosed trailer with 

all the goodies inside.   What a surprise find for Frank! 
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DINNER AT THE PAVA 

HOME 
 

As shared by Stephanie Mozell 

 

At last year’s club auction, once 

again, David and Patricia Pava 

offered a gourmet dinner at 

their home for the lucky 

bidders.  On July 13, the lucky 

bidders, Mike Huff and 

Stephanie Mozell and Frank and 

Diana Squire enjoyed a 

marvelous dinner prepared by 

David and Patricia at their 

Shingle Springs home.  If you 

remember from previous 

stories, Dave and Patricia have 

an orchard and vineyards.  Dave 

makes his own California state 

fair award winning wine! 

 

The meal consisted of, among 

other things, a beet salad, 

several types of wine from the 

Pava Vineyards, braised lamb shanks, and a 

chocolate wafer with whipped cream and a Bing 

cherry on top.   

 

The wine glasses were especially delightful as you 

can see by the photo below.  They are etched with 

the Pava’s dog, Bogey, pictured on each glass.   

 

 

 

 

David Pava, Stephanie Mozell, Mike Huff, Diana and Frank Squire.  Patricia Pava was 

the photographer.  The salad in front of everyone is a beet salad with walnut oil, 

walnuts and feta cheese.   By the way, David grows and cans his own beets. 

As reported at the July general meeting by the dinner 

attendees, it was a magnificent meal in a glorious 

setting.   

 

 

Wow...a very good likeness of Bogey on the 

wine glass.  (AKA Bogart Poodledoggie) 
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TECHNICAL TIP 

By:  Cindy Pharis 

 

If you have an enclosed trailer, the Albuquerque 

police advise that owners paint their trailer license 

numbers on top of their trailer in large writing.  In 

the event your trailer is stolen, this will aid the police 

in identifying the trailer from an aerial view.    

 

This tip comes from the story Cindy wrote about the 

Model T Tour in New Mexico.   

 

What a great idea!!! 

 

SAVE THE DATES!!! 

 

FUNDRAISER DINNER...FIRE TRUCK 

#2 

 

October 1, 2016 

6:00 p.m. 

BBQ ribs and chicken, etc. 

 

Park District Community Center 

810 Oak Lane 

Rio Linda CA 

 

Tickets sold in advance…$20.00 per person 

 

Door prize and raffles 

 

Contact:  Roger Mitchell 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

CHROME, NICKEL AND BRASS ON 

THE GRASS 

 

May 27, 2017 

 

Car show fundraiser for Fire Truck #2 

 

More information coming 

The rest of the story… 

By:  Sue Hill 

 

I just received my July-August HCCA Gazette.  On 

page 7 you will see a letter from me.  I was whining 

because after 30+ years of having voting privileges, 

my voting privileges were rescinded because I no 

longer own a pre-16 car.  So...I thought the National 

club should change its ways.  Once a voter, always a 

voter!!! 

 

By the way, the HCCA did restore my voting 

privileges.  They will do it on a case by case basis 

(per the new president)...otherwise they have to 

change the by-laws and that is a huge pain...as we 

well know.  So maybe some day they will change the 

by-laws.  In the meantime, I have my voting 

privileges back.  Happy me. 

 

 

REMINDERS… 

 

August 18  General Meeting 

 

August 20  Vintage Tractors, Bolt Tool 

Museum 

 

August 31   Deadline to sign up for the 

Lincoln Highway Celebration Cruise.  

Note:  Only 100 cars get to 

participate, so sign up NOW to 

ensure you will be able to attend. 
 

October 1  Deadline to get your 

Veterans Day recognition information 

to your newsletter editor.   
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HONORING OUR VETERANS 

 

Let’s honor our veterans in our November 2016 

newsletter.  Veterans Day is November 11 and 

several club members thought it would be fitting to 

formally honor you and/or your family members 

who served or are serving in the armed forces. 

 

If you would complete the information below and 

send this to your editor by October 1, 2016, I would 

appreciate it.  I would appreciate copies of photos 

rather than be responsible for holding on to your 

precious original family photos. 

 

Veteran’s Name:__________________________ 

 

If not you, relationship to you: _______________  

 

War/Wars:________________________________ 

 

Branch of Service:__________________________ 

 

Rank:____________________________________ 

 

Time served:______________________________ 

 

Special Medals:____________________________ 

 

Anything else you would like to add: 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 
 

Return to Sue Hill, Editor, The Brass Nuts, 5232 

Lakefair Court, Orangevale CA 95662 or by email to 

ehill2@att.net 
 

Remember to send copies of photo(s). 
 

Thank you! 
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JUST FOR FUN… 

 

SIGNS: 
 

A sign in a Vancouver shoe repair shop: 
We will heel you; 

We will save your sole; 

We will even dye for you. 

  

Sign over a Gynecologist’s Office: 
Dr. Jones, at your cervix. 

  

In a Podiatrist's office: 
Time wounds all heels. 

  

On a Septic Tank Truck: 

Yesterday's Meals on Wheels. 

  

At an Optometrist's Office: 

If you don't see what you're looking for,  

you’ve come to the right place. 

  

On a Plumber's truck: 

We repair what your husband fixed. 

  

On another Plumber's truck: 

Don't sleep with a drip. Call your plumber. 

  

At a Tire Shop in Milwaukee: 

Invite us to your next blowout. 

  

On an Electrician's truck: 

Let us remove your shorts. 

  

In a Non-smoking Area: 
If we see smoke, we will assume you are on 

fire and will take appropriate action. 

  

On a Maternity Room door: 

Push. Push. Push. 

  

At a Car Dealership: 

The best way to get back on your feet - miss 

a car payment. 

  

Outside a Muffler Shop: 
No appointment necessary. We hear you coming. 

 

In a Veterinarian's waiting room: 

Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay! 

At the Electric Company: 
We would be delighted if you send in your 

payment on time. 

 However, if you don't, YOU will be de-lighted. 

  

In a Restaurant window: 
Don't stand there and be hungry; come on in and get 

fed up. 

  

In the front yard of a Funeral Home: 

Drive carefully. We'll wait. 

  

At a Propane Filling Station: 
Thank Heaven for little grills. 

  

In a Chicago Radiator Shop: 
Best place in town to take a leak. 

  

Sign on the back of another Septic Tank Truck: 

Caution - This Truck is full of Political Promises. 
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Business card size advertisements accepted for this newsletter...$25.00 per year.  Send business card 

information to the Editor of the Brass Nuts.  Club members can advertise for sale and wanted items for free.  

Send your information to the Editor of the Brass Nuts. 

5/31/17 

1-31-2017 

4-30-17 

10-31-2016 



THE BRASS NUTS 

 

Sue Hill, Editor 

 

 

 

        First Class Mail 

_______________________________________________ 
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Watch out for kids...school is back in session! 


