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The Brass Nuts is published by the 5th of each month 
by the NORTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL 
GROUP OF THE HCCA.  Permission to reproduce 
articles appearing in this publication is granted 
provided credit is given to the original source.  Brass 
Nuts subscriptions are available to non-members for 
$15.00 per year.   
 
The mission and purpose of the Northern California 
Regional Group of the Horseless Carriage Club of 
America is to bring together people interested in the 
preservation of antique and vintage vehicles and their 
accessories, to preserve and maintain antique and 
vintage vehicles, and to serve as an accurate and 
technical source of information concerning the 
vehicles for the benefit of the members and the general 
public.  We value and enjoy sharing our cars and their 
history through public educational events. 
 
 
THE HORSELESS CARRIAGE CLUB OF AMERICA 
The Horseless Carriage Club of America is a nonprofit 
international association of people dedicated to the 
enjoyment, study and preservation of early 
automobiles manufactured prior to 1916. 
 
The club was organized in 1937 by a group of 
horseless carriage enthusiasts who foresaw the need 
for an organization dedicated to the preservation of 
automotive history.  From this beginning the Horseless 
Carriage Club of America has grown to include 
members from all parts of the United States, Canada, 
Europe and other parts of the world.  www.hcca.org 
 
 

 
NCRG General Meetings will be held the third 
Thursday of each month during 2016 (no meeting 
in December) at the North County Corporation 
Yard, 5026 Don Julio Boulevard, Sacramento, 
California.   
 
 
NCRG 2015—2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  
Jan Charpier, Garry Gunderson, Mike Huff, Stephanie 
Mozell, and Frank Squire.  Alternate:  Jon Long. 
 
NCRG 2016—2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Bill Charpier, Sue Hill, Bob Hopkins, Jr., Gordon 
McGregor, and Cathleen Roush.  Alternates:  Alicia 
Pharis and Jon Long. 

  
2016 

NCRG-HCCA 
Web site address:  www.ncrghcca.com 

 
 

OFFICERS 
 

President             Bill Charpier  
 
 
Vice President      Robert C. Hopkins, Jr.  
 
 
Secretary             Stephanie Mozell  
 
 
Treasurer            Jan Charpier   
       
 
 
 
 
 

COMMITTEES 
 

Membership         Kathy Ryan   
 
 
Tour & Safety      Robert C. Hopkins, Jr. 
 
 
Swapmeet             Kathy Ryan  
Chair 2016                     
 
Publicity,              Sandy Maye  
Historian                       
        
Sunshine               Stephanie Mozell  
                                      
 
Webmaster          Thomas Roush  
 
  
Education            Garry Gunderson 
Co-chairs             Frank Squire  
 
 
Editor                  Sue Hill   
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President’s 
Message: 

 
Despite evacuations 
in our area due to 
issues at the 
Oroville Dam, Mary 
and I still hope to set 
up a 2017 Sutter 
Buttes Tour.  
 
I would encourage 
all members to think 
about a fun driving 
tour they might host in their area. Thanks to the 
Pava’s for inviting NCRG to the Poor Red’s Tour 
and Cindy and Robin Pharis have a Ladies Tea in the 
works as well. And, it sounds like the Ryan Ramble 
to Pt. Reyes in July is getting lots of interest too.   
 
Please check the NCRG Calendar in this issue and 
see if there is a month that you could host a short 
driving tour. 
 
And, keep sending your favorite technical tips and 
handy tools suggestions to Sue for The Brass Nuts. 
You might thank her too on her 20th year as our 
award-winning editor. 
 
Here’s to a great touring season in 2017!   

 
Garry 

 

 

 
 
 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING 
Thursday, 7:00 P.M. 

March 16, 2017 
 

Sacramento Area District Office 
5026 Don Julio Boulevard 

Sacramento CA 
 

REFRESHMENTS 
Charpier and Rose 

 
DISPLAY—SHOW AND TELL 

 
Surprise us if you have a collection or item 
you would like to share with the group. Feel 
free to bring it to the March meeting.    

Editor’s Message: 
 
I have made a change to our 
Calendar of Events page.  
Nothing terribly substantial.  I 
am now listing the NCRG events 
in BOLD type.  When reading 
other regional group newsletters, 
I noticed that many editors do 
this as well.   This way you can differentiate between 
the two types of events...NCRG sponsored events vs. 
local events that are also of interest to our members.  
 
Due to the rain and flooding in our area, several of 
the local events for February were cancelled or we 
just didn’t want to get rained on...ergo, no stories!  
February was a gully-washer of a month.  We have 
not had a lot of rain for nearly ten years...and, we got 
hammered!  Let’s hope March is a bit drier so we 
can get our cars out and not have to dodge too many 
puddles and potholes.   And, then I  will have some 
tour and other event stories for our newsletter.   
 

Sue   

     Garry 

Lee Hill 
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NCRG HCCA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
(NOTE:  NCRG sponsored events are in bold print) 

 
2017 

 

March 
16     NCRG General Meeting 
18     The Mountain Man, Bolt Tool Museum 
18     Casa Roble Auto Shop Car Show 
 
April 
15     Franklin Automobiles, Bill Charpier, Bolt Tool 
Museum 
20     NCRG General Meeting 
30     NCRG Swap Meet and Board Meeting 
 
May 
18     NCRG General Meeting 
20    Ford Model T, Ed Rose, Bolt Tool Museum 
21     Sacramento Model T Club Poor Red’s Lunch and 
Tour 
27     Chrome, Nickel and Brass on the Grass, Roger 
Mitchell 
 
June 
10     Classics, Cats and Cabernet, Lew Dobbins  
15     NCRG General Meeting 
17     Edsel Automobiles, Garry Gunderson, Bolt Tool 
Museum 
 
July 
??     NCRG Board Meeting, Charpier Home 
14     Collector Car Appreciation Day, Volunteers??? 
20     NCRG General Meeting  
27-30  Ryan Ramble, Pt. Reyes area, NCRG and the 
Ryan Family 
 
August 
17     General Meeting 
 
September 
21    General Meeting 
 
October 
??    NCRG Board Meeting, McGregor Home 
19    General Meeting 
 
November 
16    General Meeting 
 
December 
17 Christmas Light Tour and Progressive Dinner 
 
TBD  Gymkhana, Ed Rose and Roger Mitchell 

SWAP MEETS, OTHER REGIONAL 
CLUB HAPPENINGS AND NATIONAL 

EVENTS: 
 

2017 
 
Mar. 12-15— National HCCA Convention/Tour, 
Oklahoma City OK.  See your Horseless Carriage 
Gazette for details. 
 
Mar. 17-18—Chickasha Pre-war Swap Meet, 
Chickasha OK 
 
April 6-8—Bakersfield Swap Meet and Tour.  See 
Horseless Carriage Gazette for details. 
 
April 24-28—Mother Lode Nickel Era Registry Tour, 
Murphys CA.  Tour the countryside in Calaveras, 
Tuolumne and Amador Counties.  Mike O’Neal,  
209-847-3134 or Les Eddington, 626-961-8209 
 
Aug. 13-18—Northern “Brass” Lights Tour, Sherwood 
Park, Alberta, Canada for pre-1916 vehicles.  Contact:  
Mike Reid, 780-464-6146 or mikejudsonreid@shaw.ca 
 

2018 
 
April 7-11—HCCA Grizzly Bear Tour and 
National Convention, Yosemite National Park.  
Before this tour is finalized, please send your thoughts and 
interest in attending to Bob Ladd jbobladd@ptd.net 717-269-
5508 or Michael Sullivan tenparry@yahoo.com 805-728-5317. 
 
May 14-18—Olympic Peninsula Mountain to Sea 
Tour in Sequim WA.  HCCA Nickel-era Touring 
Registry 
 
See your latest Horseless Carriage Gazette 
“Coming Events Section” for more spectacular 
events coming your way.   
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CHIT CHAT 
By Sue Hill 

 
As our February activities were either cancelled or 
rained out due to evacuations due to the Oroville 
Dam issues or just plain too much rain, there are no 
event stories to relate to you.  Therefore, I am going 
to follow the tradition of the early years of the 
NCRG and provide you with some ―Chit Chat.‖   

~ ~ ~ 
We pray all our members and their families are safe 
from the flooding, worries about spillways running 
amok over the hinterlands, and just plain sick of the 
rain maladies.  No one seemed to be spared from the 
worrisome rains of 2017.  And, thank you to all of 
you members who reached out to offer help to those 
in need.  You’re the best! 

~ ~ ~ 
We were sorry to learn that the Warren and Donna 
Berg family had a tree fall onto their roof during one 
of the storms.  Worst part was, it wasn’t even their 
tree but belonged to a neighbor.  Warren shared that 
even though the tree belonged to a neighbor, he and 
Donna had to rely on their insurance company to do 
the repairs.  He shared this lesson:  If your neighbor 
has a tree that looks like it is about to fall your way, 
write them a letter (keep a copy) letting them know 
their tree is a potential hazard.   

~ ~ ~ 
Some club members did inside car stuff in February.  
Lew Dobbins attended the Packard’s International 
Concours d’Elegance in Southern California and saw 
some beautiful iron. 

 
 
   

Many of our members attended the Sacramento 
Autorama and shared these photos. 

Terry Malone along with his band, the Retronauts, 
played at the Autorama again this year.  Great music! 

 
 

~ ~ ~ 
One of our members even helped rescue a lost dog.  
Sandy Maye’s sister, Sharon Langford, called her to 
say her father-in-law’s dog was missing for over a 
day and could she log into the Carmichael 
Neighborhood Facebook page to see if anyone 
posted a photo of a ―found‖ dog.  Someone did and   
Sandy verified it was the missing dog, grabbed a 
leash and headed for the old Deterding School where 

Terry 

The Retronauts 
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the dog was located only to find that it was now 
gone.  In the meantime, the dog’s owner learned 
from Sharon’s husband that the dog had been located 
by Sandy and the owner drove over to the school and 
beat Sandy there.  Owner and dog were happily 
reunited.  He then posted his gratitude to Sandy via 
Facebook for finding where his dog could be found.   

~ ~ ~ 
Several members attended the Ducks Unlimited 
benefit dinner at the Scottish Rite Temple.  The 
Nichols’, Pharis’ and myself attended with many 
zillion other guests.   Several charity organizations 
benefited from this fundraiser.  Giving back to our 
community. 

~ ~ ~ 
Cindy Pharis was celebrated on her special birthday 
by family and friends in Folsom  CA on February 13.  

~ ~ ~ 
Sadly, we learned that our long time NCRG member, 
Carole Nicolaus passed away on February 17.  She 
had been seriously ill the past five months or so.  Our 
hearts go out to Stan and his family in their loss of a 
precious wife, mother, grandmother, and amazingly 
talented woman.  (See “In Memoriam” in this 
newsletter for more information.)  

~ ~ ~ 
Several NCRG members were out in force to do a 
charity walk/run for the Colon Cancer Alliance Undy 
Run/Walk on Saturday, February 25.  It did not rain 
and our team won the award for Best Dressed Team! 
 
This benefit was particularly important to the Hill 
family because we have lost three people to this 
dreaded disease:  my father, Bob Hopkins, Sr., my 
daughter, Diana Dent, and my husband, Lee Hill.  
Amazingly, I am a colon cancer survivor.   

The Panda Poopers Team in the colon: L-R  Wendy Kaiser, 
Chris Fesuk, Sandy Maye, Denise Hill, Brad Dent, Richard 
McLaughlin, Leta Nichols, Sharon Langford, Sue Hill and 
Jack Maye.  Even the Mascot wore a panda hat!!!!  Cool! 

I thank everyone in the NCRG who donated to this 
cause and who took time out to run/walk in this 
event.   

~ ~ ~ 
Bob Hopkins, Jr., has been busy adding heat shield 
material to his 1929 Hudson so when they travel, 
Helen’s feet will not get so hot!!!  The car is coming 
along nicely.  Can’t wait to see it on the road! 

~ ~ ~ 
 
 
 

 

Your Editor finished the 5K walk. 

A St. Patrick’s Day Parade somewhere...great decorations 
and cute car!!!  Found on the Internet. 
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In Memoriam 
 

Carole D. Nicolaus 
October 9, 1932—February 17, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our heartfelt condolences go out to Stan Nicolaus and his family on the loss of their beloved 
Carole.  Carole has been a member of the NCRG since marrying Stan in 1957.  Stan has been a 
member of our old car club since he was a teenager.  Carole had a delightful sense of humor.  
Those who had the opportunity of touring with her got to know her well.  She was always upbeat 
and fun to be with.  She will be missed by all who knew her.   
 
Her beautiful obituary is noted below.  It says it all.  What a magnificently talented woman! 
 
Carole was born in Chicago and came as a young woman to Sacramento in 1957 with her 
parents Frank and Marian Kolb, and her brother Richard, where they settled in the newly 
developed South Land Park neighborhood. Carole worked briefly for the State, then for Proctor 
& Gamble. In 1958, she met her to-be husband, Stanley, at what was the original Shakey's on J 
Street. Before there was Martha Stewart, there was Carole. She could do anything, intellectually 
and physically. While Stan succeeded at Wells Fargo Bank, she created two beautiful homes and 
gardens in Carmichael and Sutter Creek, and could paint a room or sew anything from 
draperies to beautifully crafted outfits, can fruit from the orchard she and Stan planted, create 
bountiful meals, bake, wheelbarrow compost or fire a shotgun, and then don an outfit from I. 
Magnin and head out to an event. For many years, she enjoyed altering and re-fashioning period 
antique clothes and hats for the many Horseless Carriage Club tours she and Stan enjoyed in 
their 1909 and 1912 Buicks. She was sought out as an intelligent, bright volunteer at her church 
and her sons' schools. Carole loved to give of herself, both to friends and family, imparting these 
values to her sons, John and James, as well as her granddaughters, Madeline and Lydia. Her 
passing has left a void in our family, but our memories of her will forever remain bright. She is 
survived by her husband of 57 years, Stanley, as well as her sons and granddaughters. At 
Carole's request, there will be no services, but remembrances may be made to the Sacramento 
SPCA or Shriner's Hospitals for Children. 
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A  Blast from the Past 
From The Brass Nuts, October 1959 

A 1914 Glide Comes to Sacramento 
 

As far as (Archie) McCalla is concerned, when he 
sees a TV program where one guy, about half dead 
from exhaustion of driving the cattle from Dodge 
City to Cheyenne says ―I don’t think we can make it, 
Pardner,‖ he will shed tears of sympathy.  Having 
been over the same trail last week with Bob Hopkins 
except with a 1914 Glide instead of a herd of cattle, 
McCalla is convinced the modern day cowboy is 
just as hard hit as his predecessor.  When along the 
trail from Reno to Salt Lake, from Rawlins to 
Cheyenne, McCalla pleaded 
to bed down anywhere along 
the way; Hopkins would look 
at the sky and push his foot a 
little further through the 
floorboard claiming they had to get over the territory 
before the snows hit. 
 
One day a month or so ago McCalla talked one 
Wally Mansfield, a local contractor, into purchasing 
a 1914 Glide which was located in Peoria, Illinois.  
The problem was to get it to California and 
ultimately into the Northern Sacramento Club so 
McCalla and Hopkins figured if they went after the 
car we would stand the chance of getting a new 
member.  This proposition was agreeable to all 
concerned and the trip began. 
 
Leaving Sacramento at 6:00 PM on a Friday night, 
they arrived in Cheyenne at 6:00 PM Saturday night.  
After a night of disturbed rest, with Hopkins turning 
on the light every thirty minutes to see if it was 5:30 
AM so he could get to 6:00 Mass, they left for 
Omaha, arriving Sunday night about 9:00 PM.  The 
next day was a breeze into Peoria and the lousiest set 
of beds seen in any farm labor camp.  On the way 
back they ran into one storm with McCalla driving 
where five inches of rain fell in two hours.  All the 
two hours were driven by radar, for nothing could 
wipe off water that was falling that fast.  Arriving in 
St. Joseph, the town was largely under water but 
motels were available and a good rest was had by all. 

Nothing else of interest except wind across 
Wyoming (it’s no wonder it took so long to get those 
cows to Cheyenne—the wind—man!) and snow, 
followed by beautiful weather after Reno.  Of course, 
McCalla isn’t telling he ran out of gas at Ogallala, 
Nebraska on Sunday and had to walk three miles 
each way, while Hopkins slept.  Of course, Hopkins 
isn’t telling that he left the lights on while they were 
having dinner in Salt Lake and McCalla had to push 
him, the truck, the trailer and the Glide to get the 
truck started. 
 
The congregation was welcomed last Saturday 
morning by the McCallas and Elmer Smith stopped 
his work on Pop’s (Allison) Ford to come over and 
start the Glide where it was driven off the trailer and 
down the side street to the Mansfield garage.  Of 

note is the continual beef by 
Pop Allison that Jon 
(McCalla) wouldn’t serve 
him coffee.  It was a 
wonderful trip, seriously, and 

we hope by the adventure to have a new club 
member in the not too distant future. 
 

A. McCalla    

On the way back they ran into one storm with McCalla 
driving where five inches of rain fell in two hours.  All 
the two hours were driven by radar, for nothing could 
wipe off water that was falling that fast. 

SPEED WAS HIGH 
WEATHER WAS NOT 
TIRES WERE THIN 
X MARKS THE SPOT 
Burma Shave 
 
 
THE MIDNIGHT RIDE 
OF PAUL FOR BEER 
LED TO A WARMER 
HEMISPHERE 
Burma Shave  
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Fashion Page 

This photo was from a January 1905 dress pattern magazine.  It described these suit 
patterns as follows:  This stylish three-quarter coat is in tan covert with mink accessories, 
and the skirt is in a corresponding shade of satin-faced cloth.   
 
The popular vest effect characterizes this costume of plum-colored zibeline, white cloth, 
pearl buttons, satin and braid affording relief. 
 
 

Thanks to Jon Long for sharing these fun fashions from the early 1900s. 



March  2017                                                 The Brass Nuts                                                                Page  11 

 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

02  Ray Hren 
04  Tom Rohrer 
09  Stephanie Mozell and 
Frank Squire 
15  Georgiann Rohrer 
18  Orene Savio 
19  Tony Savio 
24  Madeleine Barrett and Cathleen Roush 
25  Donna Berg 
27  Alicia Pharis 
30  Mary Gunderson, Ed Tidwell and Kim Wright 
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
02  Jon Long 
03  Helen Hopkins  
04  Stan Nicolaus  
06  Bill Charpier, Jr. 
09  Pete Kneedler 
11  Beckie Brown 
12  George Sherman 
13  Gordon McGregor 
15  Gayle Hensler 
19  Garry Gunderson and Patricia Pava 
25  Sue Hill 
30  Bob Schneider 
 
 
 
 

MARCH ANNIVERSASRIES 
None 
 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
01 Robin and Cindy Pharis 
22 Jim and Kathy Ryan 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
AND  BEST WISHES 
FROM ALL OF US IN 

THE  
NCRG-HCCA. 

 
THE STORK IS COMING!!! 

 
Kevin and Alicia Pharis are expecting a new 
baby in mid-July.  Charlotte will have a new 
sibling and Cindy and Robin Pharis will add 
another grandchild to their beautiful collection.   
 
Congratulations to all the Pharis family on this 
happy news!!!! 

With Sincere Sympathy 
 

When trying to contact Mary Hampton, club 
member who lived in Pine Grove CA, we were 
contacted by her son, Bruce Hampton, who let 
us know that Mary had passed away on June 5, 
2016.  Mary and her late husband, Bruce, were 
active in our club many years ago.  They were 
life members of the HCCA. 
 
According to her son, Mary had contracted 
brain cancer and passed six months after the 
diagnosis.   
 
Our heartfelt condolences to all who knew her. 
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TECHNICAL TIPS 
 

Reverse Flush Stubborn Radiator w/Wet Shop 
Vac.  By Garry Gunderson 
 
Disclaimer:  The following procedure (while 
extremely effective in my case) will require great 
care and careful judgment.  It is suggested only as a 
―last resort‖ for a radiator that is still structurally 
strong but seriously clogged and all other methods of 
cleaning and flushing have failed.  The author will 
not be responsible for injury or any damages 
resulting from using this method.  (Use eye 
protection!) 
 
In my case...I spent over two years repeatedly 
cleaning and flushing the block and entire cooling 
system but the big (5 tube core) radiator has baffles 
and little access to the upper tank and tubes.  Also, to 
remove the radiator would require major disassembly 
and possible damage to bodywork.  This radiator 
looked perfect and was likely re-cored circa 1990 
during restoration and not abused but there were all 
sorts of sand, gasket material and metal chip 
fragments lodged in all of its cooling tubes.  These 
particles could not be dissolved with cleaners and 
would not dislodge while reverse flushing under 
pressure with a garden hose and air injection. 
 
Remember:  Be sure to try all conventional products 
and procedures before trying this method.  Be sure 
your engine block, heater core, etc., are clean and all 
have good flow.  If your radiator can be easily 
removed, do so and flip it upside down and use a 
garden hose and gravity to flush. 
 
Procedure:  (Please read all steps before beginning.) 
1. Have a Wet Shop Vac w/attachments available 

and move your car to an area that you don’t mind 
getting very wet or with good drains and a garden 
hose.  Isolate the radiator from cooling system by 
removing upper and lower radiator hoses.  Mine 
has two upper hoses, (one of which enters a blind 
area of the upper core and tubes). 

2. You will need to attach a combination of hose 
scraps so that one side will fit the lower radiator 
fitting and the other side is reduced to fit your 
garden hose.  A valve on your garden hose that 
can be quickly turned on and off is very helpful.  
Also, having a helper to turn the valve on or off 
as needed can help limit the mess. 

3. Be sure to cover and protect your distributor 
or any other areas where water should not be.  
This can be a very wet procedure.  Since the 
top of my radiator has 3 openings (radiator cap 
and two upper hoses, I chose to install the 
radiator cap and work with one upper hose at a 
time while plugging the other hose.  The idea is 
to open the valve on the garden hose to let water 
flow up through the radiator tubes and then flow 
out of the upper tank hose you left open, while 
you alternately pull and release vacuum to suck 
out the water and stubborn debris. 

4. Open the garden hose and use your wet shop vac 
repeatedly on and off of the upper tank hose 
fitting.  (You don’t want to just hold a perfect 
seal on the vacuum hose because it could 
collapse a weak radiator.)  I just kept pulling 
vacuum and letting off over and over until my 
shop vac was full (16 gallons).  I had to empty 
the shop vac and repeat this procedure many 
times going from one upper outlet to the other 
until the water I drained from the shop vac 
started to look clear. 

 
Well, that’s it.  I installed two Gano In-line filters 
and I refilled the 40 quart (10 gal.) system with two 
gallons of Prestone and the remainder with distilled 
water.  I can now see good coolant flow through both 
filters, only tiny bits of debris being trapped by the 
filters and not a hint of leakage or overheating.  
(Your results may vary.) 
 
Photo shows just a tiny fraction of the debris 
removed next to a coin for comparison. 
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Technical Tips cont’d. 
 
Old Style Fasteners:  By Bill Charpier 
 
It is becoming increasingly difficult to find old style 
fasteners.  One source for some of these fasteners is 
Blacksmith Bolt & Rivet Supply of Portland, 
Oregon.  They were founded in 2007, and they 
supply hard-to-find fasteners to restorers, building 
trades and the blacksmithing, metalworking and 
woodworking communities. 
  
Their inventory includes square head lag bolts, 
square head machine bolts, square nuts, flat washers, 
split washers, slotted head wood screws, carriage 
bolts with no markings on the heads, and unslotted 
round head machine screws that look like rivets, but 
fasten with a nut.  They also have some tools 
including 8-point sockets to drive square head bolts, 
standard screw gauges, countersinks and tapered 
drills. 
 
You can check out what they offer at 
www.blacksmithbolt.com 

 
Handy Tools:  By Garry Gunderson 
 
This inexpensive and handy tool was designed for 
cutting PVC pipe up to 1 5/8" diameter; however, I 
have found that it works great for rubber auto hoses 
too.  It makes much nicer cuts than my attempts with 
razor knives, etc.  It is Harbor Freight #62588 
Ratcheting PVC Cutter and is often available at 
about $7.  I keep one in the trunk of my old car. 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE AND  
A LITTLE HISTORY LESSON!!! 

 
May 21, 2017 

 
The NCRG and Mother Lode Model T Club  have 
been invited by the Sacramento Model T Club to 
participate in a tour on Sunday, May 21, 2017, in the 
California foothills.  There will be a 20 mile back 
road tour to lunch at Poor Red’s in the town of El 
Dorado.   
 
The flyer with all the details can be found in this 
issue of The Brass Nuts.  
 
The tour leaders are David and Patricia Pava.  
 
To give you a little history about the lunch venue, 
Poor Red’s was a former Wells Fargo way station 
that debuted as Kelly’s Bar in 1927.  In 1945, the 
story goes, a guy nicknamed Poor Red won it in a 
dice game and ran it as a roadhouse with help from 
his wife and bookkeeper.  Ownership changed over 
the decades until the struggling bar-restaurant closed 
in 2014 amid a hailstorm of legal and criminal 
issues.  It reopened again last year  and the new 
owners have expanded the restaurant with a 
courtyard and once more began selling Poor Red’s 
signature cocktail, the Golden Cadillac.   
  
The story about the Golden Cadillac cocktail goes 
like this:  Back in 1952, an excited couple pulled up 
in a new gold-colored Cadillac, walked into the bar, 
announced their engagement and wished to create a 
celebratory cocktail.  The bartender suggested they 
help him concoct a drink to match the color of their 
new car.  The result was a blend of golden Galliano, 
white crème de cacao and cream.  Poor Red’s 
through the years sold so many Golden Cadillacs 
that Lucas Bols distillers recognized it as North 
America’s biggest customer for the Italian herbed 
liqueur.  With the reopening of the roadhouse last 
April, the Golden Cadillac began to flow again.  A 
plaque to commemorate the reclaiming of the title of 
being the largest consumer of the liqueur was to have 
been presented to the bar/restaurant in February. 
 
 
Source:  Excerpted from several articles in The Sacramento 
Bee. 
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Northern California 
Regional Group of the 

Horseless Carriage Club of 
America 

General Meeting Minutes 
Stephanie Mozell, Secretary 

February 16, 2017 
 

Call to order:  7:11P.M. 
  
Guests: Don and Ralene Luis from Grass Valley. 
They were referred by Joe Anino. They have a 1915 
White Touring. 
  
Roll call of Board Members:  Bill Charpier, Jan 
Charpier, Garry Gunderson, Sue Hill, Bob Hopkins, 
Jr., Mike Huff, Gordon McGregor, Sandy Maye, 
Stephanie Mozell, and Cat Roush.   
  
Reading of General Meeting Minutes, January 19, 
2017.  Motion to approve as printed in The Brass 
Nuts:  Moved Gordon McGregor; Seconded Bill 
Charpier; Action carried. 
  
Commendations: 
-Thanks to Garry Gunderson for the Evolution of 
Tools presentation by Bud Bolt at the Bolt Tool 
Museum 
-Thanks to the Malones for the Knights of Columbus 
crab feed 
-Thanks to Jim and Kathy Ryan for tonight’s 
refreshments 
-Thanks to Ed Rose for filing for the Swap Meet site 
at ARC. Ed will follow up on getting the contract 
from the school. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  Jan Charpier  
-Jan reported that we are solvent. 
-2016 Audit completed by Bob Hopkins, Gordon 
McGregor, and Jan Charpier. Gordon gave a glowing 
report on Jan Charpier’s talent and dedication as our 
club treasurer. Her books are well organized and a 
pleasure to read. 
 -2017 Proposed Budget:   It was decided to ladder 
our CD’s. That way, of the four, one will come up 
for renewal each year. Ed Rose moved to adopt the 
2017 Budget; Sue Hill seconded. No discussion. 
Motion carried. 
 

 

Communications: 
-Communication sent to Garry Gunderson from Mr. 
Balduff, HCCA National Office, regarding potential 
new members Lawrence and Barbara Ann Hardy. 
Kathy Ryan sent them club membership information. 
-Garry Gunderson received a flyer for the Northern 
Brass Lights Tour. The dates are August 13-Aug 18, 
2017. It will be in Sherwood Park, Alberta 
  
New Business:  None 
  
Unfinished Business:   
-Certificate of Insurance needed for the meeting 
room for 2017—Jan reported it has been received. 
-Swap Meet date has been confirmed for April 30, 
2017 
-Progress regarding the receipt of tour book 
information from members – Bob Hopkins, Jr.  Bob 
will follow up on this.  He said he has a lot of tour 
books to list as well. 
-2017 Club Roster -- Kathy Ryan passed out the 
rosters to those at the meeting. Sue Hill will send to 
those not present. 
  
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Tour and Safety – Bob Hopkins 
February 17-19 – Sacramento Autorama, Retronauts 
Band will be playing in the Car Project Room, Terry 
Malone 
February 18 – The Dust Bowl, Bud Bolt, Bolt Tool 
Museum – Garry Gunderson reported this was 
cancelled due to the emergency flood evacuation 
orders in Oroville 
February 20 – American Heritage Day:  Mike Huff 
reported this was a rain or shine event. 
March 18 – Casa Roble Auto Shop Car Show, Mike 
Huff. Go early so club members can park together. 
There is a $20 entrance fee. 
March 18 – The Mountain Man, Dude Green, Bolt 
Tool Museum – Garry Gunderson 
Spring 2017 – Ladies’ Tea, Cindy Pharis. Date TBD 
later. 
April 15 – Classic Cars – Franklin, Bill Charpier, 
Bolt Tool Museum – Garry Gunderson 
May 20 – Ford Model T – Ed Rose, Bolt Tool 
Museum – Garry Gunderson 
May 21 – Poor Red’s Lunch Tour, Multi-club Tour, 
David and Patricia Pava. RSVP needed by May 18. 
Cost is on your own for food and drink. 
May 27 – Chrome, Nickel and Brass on the Grass, 
Roger Mitchell  
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Meeting minutes cont’d. 
 
June 10 – Classics, Cats and Cabernet, Lew Dobbins 
June 17 – Edsel Automobiles, Garry Gunderson, Bolt 
Tool Museum 
July ?? – Collector Car Appreciation Day 
commemoration, Volunteer needed 
July 15 – The Iron Workers Tradition, Rick Hook, 
Bolt Tool Museum, Garry Gunderson 
July 27-30 – Ryan Ramble in Pt. Reyes area, NCRG 
and the Ryan Family 
  
Swap Meet—Bill Charpier and Stephanie Mozell – 
Bill stated that Ralph is following up on food truck 
for the meet. Bill passed out signup sheets for the 
swap meet. 
  
Education—Frank Squire did not have anything to 
report. 
 
Editor:  Sue Hill  
President’s message, meeting minutes, flyers and 
stories due to Editor by February 24.   
  
Webmaster:  Thomas Roush  Cat Roush reported all 
is well with the website. 
  
Sunshine Report:  Elaine Rose 
A sympathy card was sent to Ralph and Beckie 
Brown 
  
Membership:  Kathy Ryan 
Requests for car club membership information was 
sent to two potential new member families 
  
History and Publicity:  Sandy Maye 
The club meeting notice was published in The Bee   
  
February Display:  Bob Hopkins brought in old car 
pictures to view. He also told a wonderful story from 
a radio magazine. He described a mayday radio wave 
that was bouncing around from 1942 until recently. It 
was from a pilot that was missing.  The spouse was 
still living so the message was played for her. It 
brought closure to her lost husband. 
 
Garry Gunderson brought in a clever award that a 
previous club had made for him. It depicted Ten 
Commandments on how to be successful as 
President. 
  

March Display:  Show and Tell  
  
Good of the Order:  No report 
 
Next Board Meeting:  At the swap meet in April, 
2017 
  
Next General Meeting, March 16, 2017 at 7:00 PM 
  
Next Refreshment Committee:  Charpier and Rose 
  
Meeting Adjourned:  Motion made by Bill Charpier 
Seconded by: Jan Charpier Adjourned: 8:00pm 

Old photos from 
Bob’s collection 
and the magazine 
with the story 
about the lost 
mayday message. 
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NCRG MEMBERS… 
YOU’VE GOT HOMEWORK TO 

DO! 
 

The NCRG Board was thinking about 
compiling a Library of Tour Books but then 
we got a little smarter.  Who could possibly 
store all those books?  And, many do not want 
to give them up.  Can’t say we blame them. 
 
Therefore, in order to have tour routes and 
ideas, and rather than reinvent the wheel, it 
was decided that we should ask our members 
for a list of the tours with mapped out routes 
that we could compile into one comprehensive 
list for future tours.  Tour leaders could review 
the list and perhaps combine the old tour into a 
new one with updated routes, if necessary.  
 
Also, you would need to be willing to let that 
tour leader borrow your tour book and copy 
the pages needed to develop a new tour.  If you 
would be willing to loan your tour book when 
needed, please do the following: 
 
Make a list of your tour books, include 
whether it is a one day or longer tour, 
destination(s), date tour was held, and any 
other information you feel would be pertinent 
to a tour leader.  These lists will be compiled 
into one listing and will be available to our 
members for tour planning.   
 
Please send your list via email or snail mail by 
May 31, 2017, to: 
 
Bob Hopkins 
 
 
Thank you very much.   
 
 
 

Let’s go touring! 

 
MARCH 18, 2017 

 
CASA ROBLE AUTO SHOP  

CAR SHOW 
 

9151 Oak Avenue, Orangevale CA 
 

9am—2pm 
 

$20.00 entry fee 
 

Casa Roble High School is probably 
the only school in the area remaining 
with an auto shop.  Let’s give back to 
our community and help these kids 
with their auto shop projects.   
 
Food is available on the premises.   

 
REMINDERS… 
 
Remember to do your homework and send your 
tour book list to Bob Hopkins. 
 
March 16    NCRG General Meeting 
 
March 18     The Mountain Man, Bolt Tool 
Museum 
 
March 18      Casa Roble Auto Shop Car Show 
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FOR SALE 
 

A 1926 ―T‖ Sedan.  Lots of new stuff.  Engine, 
transmission, upholstery, glass, nickel, etc.  
Equipped with bumpers, ruxtel, rocky mountain 
brakes and more.  Asking $14,000...may take part 
trade.  For information and more pictures, contact: 
 

Ray Hren 
530-913-5060 

bentspoks@yahoo.com 

      
JUST FOR FUN… 

 
THE TOILET SEAT  
  
My wife, Judy, had been after me for several weeks 
to varnish the wooden seat on our toilet.   Finally, I 
got around to doing it while Judy was out. After 
finishing, I left to take care of another matter before 
she returned. 
 
She came in and undressed to take a shower. Before 
getting in the shower, she sat on the toilet.  As she 
tried to stand up, she realized that the not-quite-dry 
epoxy paint had glued her to the toilet seat.  
 
About that time, I got home and realized her 
predicament. We both pushed and pulled without 
any success whatsoever. Finally, in desperation, I 
undid the toilet seat bolts.  Judy wrapped a sheet 
around herself and I drove her to the hospital 
emergency room.  
 
The ER Doctor got her into a position where he 
could study how to free her.  (Try to get a mental 
picture of this.)  Judy tried to lighten the 
embarrassment of it all by saying, "Well, Doctor, I'll 
bet you've never seen anything like this before."  
The Doctor replied, "Actually, I've seen lots of them 
I just never saw one mounted and framed." 

Six Undeniable Facts of Life:  
  
1. Don't educate your children to be rich. Educate 
them to be happy, so when they grow up they will 
know the value of things, not the price.  
  
2. Best wise words: "Eat your food as your 
medicines. Otherwise you have to eat medicines as 
your food."  
  
3. The one who loves you will never leave you 
because, even if there are 100 reasons to give up, he 
or she will find one reason to hold on.  
  
4. There is a big difference between a human being 
and being human. Only a few folks really understand 
that.  
  
5. You are loved when you are born. You will be 
loved when you die. In between, you have to 
manage!  
  
6. If you just want to walk fast, walk alone; but, if 
you want to walk far, walk together!  
 
 

Thanks to Frank Squire for these gems. 
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Business card size advertisements accepted for this newsletter...$25.00 per year.  Send business card 
information to the Editor of the Brass Nuts.  Club members can advertise for sale and wanted items for free.  
Send your information to the Editor of the Brass Nuts. 

5/31/17 

1-31-2017 

4-30-2017 

9-30-2017 

 
 

NCRG Members 
 

Your For Sale or Wanted ad is free! 
 

See it here!!!! 

12/31/2017 



the brass nuts 
 

Sue Hill, Editor 
 

 
 
        First Class Mail 

_______________________________________________ 
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